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control of the Silesian industrial region, should be assured
henceforward of permanent life. If Lithuania,^ by being given
a generous measure of autonomy, could, with her port of
Memel, be induced to join Poland, with which in earlier
centuries she was so closely linked, both peoples and Europe
as well could only gain from such a union. It is probable,
too, that a Poland rendered free of both the Prussian and
Russian menaces to her independence would be the better
able to be generous towards the local patriotism of her
minorities, whether Ukrainian or Ruthene, in her south-
eastern territories.

The future of unhappy Russia is indeed difficult to fore-
cast, except that it can only lurch from one autocracy to an-
other. It is interesting, however, to observe that the Soviets
have dealt cleverly with the various nationalisms in their
huge territories, by giving them all the supra-national gospel
of Communism as the unifying link of empire, into which
their separate nationalisms are merged. It is probable that
losses in the war against Finland, and Japanese strength in
Manchukuo and Mongolia, will suffice to curb any further
Russian aggression, unless Stalin tries some mad gambler's
throw to support his failing prestige; but the cclay feet' of his
'Colossus' are once again very apparent and he is sure to lose
his *throw9. What is certain, however, is that Russia is now so
utterly non-European in spirit, as indeed it must remain until
Christianity reasserts itself there, that it is utterly unfitted to
take its place in any European Areopagus such as a recon-
stituted League of Nations. How could an outlaw-State, as
any Communist State by its nature must be, be expected to
uphold International Law ? It is to be hoped that we shall
never again see admitted to a Council of Nations, supposedly
expressive of the highest morality, the representatives of
militant godlessness and of a bloodstained Asiatic despotism,
while the Pope, the recognized leader of the largest Christian
body in the world, is carefully excluded therefrom !

With both Russian and Nazi influence removed, the
Balkans should be better able to develop in peaceful harmony
and feel freer in consequence to give greater autonomy to
their own various minorities, where these cannot have their